


God our Father, open the horizons of our minds and hearts so that 

we can see what hope your call holds for us. 

Pour out the overflowing gifts of your Spirit so that we, your 

Church, may become a people of hope for our world. 

We ask you this, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever 

and ever. 

Our Lady, Woman of Hope, 

pray for us. 

St Peter, Rock of Hope, 

pray for us. 

St Paul, Apostle of Hope, 

pray for us.



So how did it start?

• Responses from individuals, parishes, deaneries, 
schools and religious to Bishop Declan’s pastoral 
letter in early 2017.

We were invited to reflect on questions:

• What is it to be the Church for our day and our 
culture?

• To imagine what our Diocese will be like in 5 to 10 
years time?

• What do we need to do in order to make our 
imaginings come true?



What is a Future Full of Hope? 

A  response to changing and 

challenging time.

It is the Bishop’s vision to 
guide us in the coming years.

It gives us a roadmap for the 
next 3 years.

It is the Bishop’s vision to 
guide us in the coming years.



• Year of Mission: Advent 2017 to Advent 2018
• Year of Prayer: Advent 2018 to Advent 2019
• Year of Communion: Advent 2019 to Advent 2020

• Guidance received from the Diocese to give us a framework to 
deepen our understanding of what we already do and offer ways to 
help us develop and grow.

• Recognising that each parish is unique, this tool will help us to take 
a firm grip on the future that the Lord calls us.

• As a parish, to re-invigorate active involvement and encouragement 
of evangelisation.



St Mark will anchor our 

reflection and our activity in 

Mission



Mark fulfilled in his life what every 

Christian is called to do: proclaim to all 

people the Good News that is the source 

of salvation.

Please read the Gospel of St Mark 

and understand that the Word of 

God, brings joy and tastes as sweet 

as honey



The Church is created by God

to live, not for itself,

but for others; 

to be a people who share

in the mission of Christ,

to proclaim the Kingdom

and to make disciples

so that the world will be transformed

according to God’s plan.



WHAT HAVE WE DONE SO FAR?

We have undertaken our Parish survey to understand 

where we are starting from on this journey.

115 parishioners responded to the survey, a fantastic 

result.

The survey showed that:

85% of the respondents were confident or somewhat 

confident in their Faith.

96% of the respondents were confident or somewhat 

confident in their Prayer life.

Whilst we can always do more, both these figures 

show we are starting from a solid base.



WHAT WERE THE KEY AREAS OF INTEREST

IDENTIFIED BY THE SURVEY? - 1

Parishioners expressed interest in finding out more 

about the following areas:

• End of life

• Sacramental life

• Sin and Sacraments

• Scripture

• Prayer and Faith

• The Church in the modern world

Some of these we are covering by our Lent talks. 

Others such as Church in the modern world will need 

to be covered by future talks and discussions



WHAT WERE THE KEY AREAS OF INTEREST

IDENTIFIED BY THE SURVEY? - 2

The Church in the modern world:

• Parishioners wanted to explore the teaching of the 

Church as it responds to the modern world.

• Especially with regard to being inclusive to all and 

acceptance of all aspects of sexuality and equality. 

• Likewise many questions are raised about priestly 

role and also the role of women.

• The direction given by Pope Francis is of interest.

If you want to do some background reading there was 

a whole section of Vatican 11 dedicated to this topic –

Gaudium et Spes “The Church in the Modern World”



WHERE NEXT?

• The Pastoral Parish Council and the Adult 

Development group are using the survey results and 

identifying further areas that can help and support 

us all to be missionaries.

• This will help us to be confident enough in our Faith 

to share it with others. To be the missionaries Bishop 

Declan is encouraging us to be.



Personal Reflection Questions 

• Do we have to be perfect before we enter 

the School of Jesus? 

• Am I a disciple - ‘teachable’, ‘willing to be 

apprenticed to the Master’? 

• Am I engaged in the service of others, 

especially the poor? 

• Am I ‘full of faith and the Holy Spirit’? 

• Am I willing to witness to my faith? 

• Am I willing to forgive?



Group Questions:

• To what extent does my parish/community/group

show the marks of missionary discipleship?

• Do our activities draw others into the School of

Jesus?

• Do we expect people to be perfect before they can

enter the School of Jesus?

• Who does not feel welcome in our Churches? Why?

• What can we do about that?



True discipleship is about 

‘inviting’ someone to the table;  

providing a FEAST and then 

teaching them to FEED 

themselves so they can prepare 

a meal for someone else.







Over to us!

How can each of us 

make a Future Full of 

Hope a reality? 


