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“And over time, 
in prayer and patience, 
in dialogue with others,
you reach a solution, 
which is not a compromise 
but something else 
altogether.”

Pope Francis ~ 'Let Us Dream'
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Dare to dream!  Be inspired !

         We find ourselves in an interesting situation. One that I feel we   
should embrace positively and get excited about!

          We have the opportunity now to choose how the Catholic   
Community in the Forest of Dean exists in the future. How we 
 worship, how we nurture our faith, and how we reach out to people
 in need, the isolated and the poor, both locally and globally.

          There will be fewer clergy, but we have the opportunity to 
consider the use of our resources, how we use the wide variety of 
skills in our people, reduce our carbon footprint, use sustainable 
energy and travel to our places of worship.

          We have the opportunity to change the way we worship: small 
and large gatherings, prayer and study groups, music, embracing 
modern technology to widen our range.  With and without a priest.  
To bring in young families, simultaneously supporting the elderly and 
infirm, and upholding our rich traditions.

        To do this we need to come together, foster strong relationships, 
keeping Christ at the centre, and open a dialogue.  We cannot succeed  
in this as individuals, but only as a unified community. Every person’s 
opinion counts!  As a group, we can gather ideas, constructively discuss, 
and move forward to create a hopeful future for our children and 
grandchildren, so that they too can enjoy the benefits the Christian  
faith has brought us.

        None of us likes change but, sadly, inertia is not an option.
        
         The Diocese is on our side and available to support our choices.
        But we need to take a lead to achieve our dreams!

          We can do this!

      Pip Deave
        Chair of the FOD RC Church Pastoral Council
 

The Forest Roman Catholic community

Dear fellow Catholics,

is daring to dream!

i n sp i r e d !i n sp i r e d !

Fr Barnabas talking 
about his vision for our 
Church community

Get in touch!  



 

   

    
     

      
  

https: / /vimeo.com/518752504
https: / /vimeo.com/533554621

  
•  Welcomers in each church

  • More Readers 
  • More Eucharistic Ministers
  • Prayer and Faith groups 
  • A St. Vincent de Paul Society branch   
    (for befriending and visiting) 
  • More car lifts to church every week

 Since Covid, many of us are successfully   
 using the internet for:
  • Mass and other services
  • Rosary and other prayer groups
  • Lectio Divina
  • Church administration
  • Dare to Dream reflections

        Your opinions, dreams and support are at the 
heart of the choices and changes ahead of us. Our 
Proclaim15 activities and the 2018 Parish Survey show 
well that when we talk and work together we can 
make the changes and the Church we want.
   

 Now, together we're taking things further.  As 
well as the need to make decisions together about 
the viability of our churches, we want to grow 
Church and social activities.  As we become better 
organised, we want to become better able to serve 
the wider community.

 We're looking forward to hearing from you! 
 Please read the four steps below and send your  
 thoughts to the Inspired! team which is co-
 ordinating these activities for our Pastoral Council.

 

Since the 2018 Parish Survey we have:

  •  and, with your help, more groups are     
     planned.

Well done everyone!    Well done everyone!    

 Your invitation

          Your response was excellent ! 115 parishioners from Forest churches took part.  A number of 
  your ideas and wishes from the survey have been put into practice, with more on the to-do list.  Our  
  Dare to Dream reflections have given us even more inspiration to develop new activities.   

Your opinionscount!

                                                     

                                                       

4.  Keep an eye open for updates in the coming weeks and months, and ask how you can help.
     Encourage your family and friends to write their thoughts and send them to church.

 

Steve Aisthorpe ~ 'The Invisible Church' 

On the changing Church:
    “A growing body of evidence paints 
     a picture less about decline and 
     more about transition.”

Copies of this leaflet are downloadable from: http://www.forestrc.co.uk and https://www.facebook.com/forestrcchurches/

1.  Please watch videos from Fr Barnabas, Pip Deave and Dare to Dream - and read this leaflet. 

2.  Think and pray about how, together, we can make the changes and choices ahead, and how you  
    can help create our future Church community. 

3.  Write your thoughts and dreams on the be inspired! page, cut off, bring to church, or email to  
     ForestRCChurches@Cliftondiocese.com  (You may want to keep these first 2 pages for reference.)
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y o u r  i n s p i r a t i o n !   y o u r  i n s p i r a t i o n !   

        Thank you for your inspiration!  In early 2018, you responded thoughtfully and constructively 
  to the Year of Hope Parish Survey which invited everyone in our Forest parishes to consider questions        
  about our wishes for our community future and needs for support in our faith and other practical ways.     

https: / /youtu.be/ye4W5wP0w8E

and continue after Pentecost with 'What does it mean to be Church?'  
https://cliftondiocese.com/dare-to-dream/

Pip Deave's invitation here:

Fr Barnabas opens our dialogue on the 
future of the Forest of Dean RC community:

vi
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videos at :  



https://vimeo.com/518752504
http://www.forestrc.co.uk/
mailto:ForestRCChurches@Cliftondiocese.com
https://cliftondiocese.com/dare-to-dream/


Your opinionscount!

 1. Thinking about your church community,  please jot down some words and phrases that describe:   

 b e  i n s p i r e d ! b e  i n s p i r e d !
Please share what you think and feel about 

our Church community and its future 

 3. Our Forest churches are quickly becoming financially and environmentally unsustainable, and the Diocese  
    has fewer and fewer priests to go round.  These problems will worsen so we need to make creative plans  
    now. How do you think we should deal with this situation so that we ensure a strong, hopeful future for   
    our Church community? 

Dialogue 1
June 2021

   2. Each of us has many skills, some are well-practised and others are developing.  What skills and talents can  
      you offer or want to learn so that you can help build up our future Church community? 

• what you like and value • what you don't like 

 

• things you'd like to improve

Write as much as you want. Continue overleaf or on a separate sheet.
Please encourage the children and young people you know to take part!



  C
ut page alon g the fold....                  Printed on recyc led paper


 

                  
      
    

       

 

  Under-16 years old 

    16 - 24 

    25 - 39 

    40 - 59 

    60 -79 

     



 





Your name:  
                                                
 Your address/phone number/email:

Thank you for taking part in this dialogue....

                      ...which we shall continue, in patience and prayer, as we make new choices and 
             create our future Church and solutions together.

   •  Please write your name and contact details here so that we can keep you updated and get in touch 
       if you'd like to talk with us or you're interested in helping in any way.  

   •  Please also tick the box which gives your consent for us to keep your details safely and securely in  
      our Parish office database so that we can let you know about progress.  You can ask for your details to 
      be removed at anytime.  We will not use your information for anything but church activities.  

   •  It would be very helpful if you could tick your age group box.  We want to make sure that we include 
      and gather the ideas and opinions of as many people as possible in all age groups. 
                                                

Everybody's opinions count! 

BRING this completed page to church

EMAIL your opinions to:  ForestRCChurches@Cliftondiocese.com        

POST completed page to:  Inspired!,  The Parish Office,  4 High Nash, Coleford, GL16 8HN

    Yes, you may keep my details for the purpose you've told me about here.
          If you want to be anonymous, please help by ticking your age box only.

80+

Please write the name of the church you usually go to (optional):

 


